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Those who stole money from the co�ers of Kwara State are still vom-
iting it. And with the support of the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and other anti-gra� bodies, it looks like the state 
is well on its way to recovering at least some of these stolen proper-
ties.
In the light of this, we saw the governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq 
join the EFCC and NYSC last week in an anti-gra� marathon walk. 
The walk was in solidarity with the body as it continues to fight for a 
gra�-free governance in the state and all over the nation.
If you are still wondering why Kwara holds its own as the “State of 
Harmony”, look no further beyond the recently concluded 2020 
security summit. 
The event shows that the government is proactive in its approach to 
securing lives and property in the state.
Read more about the security summit and others in the inner pages:

Editor’s note

1



Fresh N200m looted funds for Kwara as 
AbdulRazaq, Speaker lead anti-gra� walk

EFCC records 48 convictions, tasks youths on corruption crusade

Kwara State Governor 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq led a 
marathon anti-corruption walk 
across downtown Ilorin on Friday, 
February 14, 2020, amid renewed 
calls on Nigerians, especially 
young people, to shun gra� or ac-
tivities capable of stunting devel-
opment.

Tagged Nigerian Youths Walk 
Against Corruption, AbdulRazaq was 
joined in the over two-hour walk by 
the Speaker of the House of Assem-
bly Yakubu Danladi; zonal head of 
the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission 
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EFCC records 48 convictions, tasks youths on corruption crusade AbdulRazaq, who arrived the 
EFCC o�ice at 7a.m. and joined 
the walk from the beginning to 
the end, repeated President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s refrain 
that corruption would kill the 
country if the country fails to 
kill the cancer that the Gover-
nor said was responsible for 
the slow pace of development.

EFCC) Isyaku Sharu; State Coordi-
nator of the National Youths Ser-
vice Corps Esther Ikupolati; 
members of the House of Assem-
bly; hundreds of members of the 
NYSC; artisans; and civil society 
organisations. The walk was one 
of the EFCC’s public awareness 
(programmes to draw attention 
to the danger of corruption.) 

“We have been walk-
ing the talk, now we 
are walking in sup-
port of the war 
(against corruption). 
The message is very 
clear: kill corruption 
or it will kill us all,” he 
said.
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“We remain popular with the 
people because we have invested 
and are still investing in projects 
that really make the di�erence in 
their lives. We have restored water 
a�er many years. We have invested 
in basic health care, education, and 
roads and people can tell the di�er-
ence,” he said when the walk termi-
nated at the EFCC o�ice.

The anti-corruption walk was organ-
ised by the EFCC in partnership with 
the NYSC.

“We have to do the right thing and 
be cautious. We have seen what has 
happened to those that have been 
in (this) position before us. Nobody 
wants to live in an o�ice and be 
going to EFCC's o�ice daily. 

So, we will do the right thing in 
Kwara State state. We appreciate the 
EFCC, they had earlier given us over 
N100 million. They have invited us 
(again) to collect another N200m 
(recovered looted funds); they have 
made a lot of progress.”

Asked what he thought was the 
reason for Kwarans always wanting to 
catch a glimpse of him at every oppor-
tunity he moves around, AbdulRazaq 
said the excitement apparently flows 
from his investment in projects that 
have direct impact on the masses 
such as water, health, education, and 
roads, as well as his constant identifi-
cation with the people.
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Inclusion, social justice key to peace 
and devt - AbdulRazaq

As Stakeholders discuss strategies to secure Kwara

Kwara State Governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq last Thursday said 
social inclusion, youths empowerment, and timely administration of justice 
are key to fostering peace and development in any society.

"We will definitely continue to give the necessary and complementary logis-
tic support to our security agencies. However, we believe that security is a 
broad concept that goes beyond arming the various security agencies or 
hanging cameras everywhere," according to AbdulRazaq's address at the 
one-day multi-stakeholder security dialogue in Ilorin, the state capital.

5



As Stakeholders discuss strategies to secure Kwara "We feel strongly that securing 
our society requires inclusion 
and empowerment of all the 
segments of our society. It 
involves guaranteeing social 
justice for everyone. It involves 
ensuring that no child is le� 
behind in every developmental 
agenda. And it involves making 
sure that the justice system is not 
unduly slow or deliberately tilted 
against anyone."

He said the dialogue was a follow up to a 
recent security meeting of the Governors 
in the north central region and security 
developments in other parts of the coun-
try. AbdulRazaq commended the security 
agencies and traditional rulers for their 
e�orts to keep the peace in Kwara.

He said the administration is 
introducing social investment 
programmes to ensure that no 
one is le� behind and guarantee 
peace and harmony.

“Hunger and poverty are cat-
alysts for crimes and they 
must be addressed head-
long,” 

the Governor said, adding that the dia-
logue had been called to harvest the 
views of all the stakeholders in the state.

Keynote speakers Prof Hassan Salihu of 
the University of Ilorin and Prof Dakas 
Dakas of University of Jos said Kwara is 
peaceful but must be proactive to 
respond to security threats nearby and 
early warning signs. They commended 
the government for the security dialogue 
which they described as timely.

While Dakas called for a regime of 
accountability, respect for rules of 
engagement, and more support for the 
security agencies, Salihu called on the 
public to see security as a joint project to 
be owned by all.Salihu said politicians 
must learn to draw the line between 
politics, campaign period and govern-
ance, calling on all stakeholders to side-
step their di�erences and build a sus-
tainable system that works for all.
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The experts also called for more 
capacity building for the security 
agencies and other personnel of the 
government in charge of security 
matters.

Security chiefs in the state applauded 
the dialogue initiative but called on 
the masses to always speak up when 
they see danger signs around them.
Directorate of State Service chief 
Steve Ajege said the dialogue under-
pins AbdulRazaq’s e�ort to further 
secure the state.

He called on parents to revisit the 
issue of family value and discipline 
and to work with security agencies to 
cut crime rate in the society. Police 
commissioner Kayode Egbetokun 
said community policing is underway 
and called for support for the initia-
tive that he said would rely heavily on 
local personnel and intelligence gath-
ering.

Other security agencies spoke in a 
similar pattern, with the NDLEA call-
ing on parents to pay attention to the 
activities of their children and 
lamenting the rising rate of drug 
abuse.

The Emir of Ilorin and chairman of 
the state traditional council Alhaji 
Ibrahim Sulu Gambari called on the 
Nigerian government to make better 
use of the traditional institutions as 
did the colonial masters.

Gambari commended the govern-
ment for the dialogue, calling for 
better welfare for members of the 
security agencies and funding for 
traditional institutions to boost com-
munal peace.

Prof Lanre Yusuf and Bishop Sunday 
Adewole, who represented the 
Muslim and Christian religious com-
munities, urged the government to 
build its security strategies around 
the traditional and religious institu-
tions.The two religious leaders called 
for tolerance and harmony and resto-
ration of religious and family values.

The dialogue drew participants from 
across all sectors of the state, with 
the heads of the three tiers of the 
government, leading traditional 
rulers, labor chiefs and youths lead-
ers in attendance.
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Kwara holds first 2020 security summit

The Kwara State Government has held 
its first multi-stakeholder security summit 
for the year in Ilorin, the state capital.
The event themed 
“towards strengthening the security archi-
tecture in Kwara State: exploring communi-

ty initiatives”, held on Thursday, February 
13, 2019.

A statement by the Chief Press 
Secretary to the Governor Rafiu 
Ajakaye explained that the 
summit was organised to bring 
citizens of the state up-to-speed 
about the security situation in the 
state.
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Kwara holds first 2020 security summit

“The security dialogue at this 
critical time is to bring all 
stakeholders on board and ed-
ucate the citizens on the pre-
vailing security challenges in 
the country and the need to 
brainstorm on strategies in 
tackling them headlong,” Aja-
kaye said in the statement.
The security summit was 
organised by a committee 
led by former military ad-
ministrator Gen. Salihu 
Bello (chairman); the Chief 
of Sta� to the Governor 
Aminu Adisa Logun; Attor-
ney General and Commis-
sioner for Justice Salman 
Jawondo and a host of 
others.

Other participants included 
the transport and trade union 
bodies, students associa-
tions, market women associ-
ations and faith-based organ-
isations from several local 
governments in the state.

Participants included delega-
tions from Kwara State House 
of Assembly; Kwara State Judi-
ciary; government bodies, 
professional organisations, 
pressure groups and civil soci-
ety organisations such as the 

NOA, NBA, NUJ, FIDA, RATH, 
NLC, TUC, Legal Aid Council; 
political parties; three tradi-
tional rulers per local govern-
ment; and directors of per-
sonnel management in the 16 
LGAs.
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Kwara PDP hails Governor AbdulRazaq’s 
administration

Top members of the opposition 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) in 
Kwara State have hailed the Kwara 
State Governor AbdulRahman Ab-
dulRazaq’s approach to govern-
ance since taking over the mantle 
of leadership on May 29, 2019. The 
party leaders, who visited the Gov-
ernment House in Ilorin on Tues-
day, February 11, 2020, were ac-
companied by 

women and youth leaders from 
various local governments in the 
state.

A top PDP chie�ain from Ifelodun 
Local Government Area Obalola 
Suleiman said the governor’s e�orts 
to improve the quality of infrastruc-
ture in the state are visible.

10



“We can see a di�erence and 
people can feel that they have a 
government. The situation has 
changed in the area of road con-
struction, water, and health. You 
have also brought unmatched 
humility to governance,” Suleiman 
said while giving his comments 
late last Tuesday.
Another PDP member and a 
former commissioner in the state 
Ben Duntoye also said:

“You are a silent achiever. We 
can see things for ourselves 
and we want to be a part of 
this success story. We can 
see that you are doing more 
work than [talking]. This is 
evident in our various com-
munities.”
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The PDP chie�ain from Kwara 
North Yahya “Bulldozer” Yinusa 
stated that AbdulRazaq’s inclu-
sive leadership style has made 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC) attractive to members of 
the opposition.
 
“I am not surprised at the posi-
tive turn of things in Kwara. We 
were in CPC together and I can 
tell the great roles you played 
in assisting many of us who 
were contesting at the time. 
Your work is really speaking for 
you,” Yinusa said.

“The situation we have found 
ourselves in Kwara is such that 
all hands must be on deck to 
move the state forward. We need 
everybody on board in this task. 
That is why I treat everyone as 
fellow Kwaran. From the civil ser-
vice to other sectors, my concern 
has been how to stabilise our 
state for posterity,” he said.

AbdulRazaq explained his vari-
ous interventions in the health 
and education sectors, water, 
road, as well as his upcoming 
e�orts to tackle poverty and 
grow the economy through 
social investment programmes 
and health insurance scheme, 
drawing applause from mem-
bers of the opposition.
 

Meanwhile, AbdulRazaq, for his 
part, commended the opposi-
tion leaders for the visit and 
said he sees everyone as critical 
stakeholders for a greater 
Kwara.
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